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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to the Request for Continued 
Examination filed 8/28/2007. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) 
of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 3, 6, 11, and 18 are objected to because of the 
following informalities: The use of the phrase "no member 
extends" on for example the second from the last line of claim 3 
is not clear in that it is not clear what applicant is referring 
to with the term "member." -Clarification is requested. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
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out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 
As to Claim 11, 

The phrase "and a second of said movable rail and wherein 
no member extends" on the third and second from the last line is 
awkward and not clearly understood. 

As to Claims 12-14, 

These claims stand rejected for incorporating the above 
rejected subject matter of claim 11. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 
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7. Claims 2-6, 8, 11-14, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) and 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kume 
et al. (Kume) (2002/0125396). 
As to Claim 3, 

Kume discloses a sensor assembly including at least one 
magnet (5d) , the magnet disposed adjacent a magnetic field 
sensor (5e) (Figure 4), the magnetic field sensor being spaced 
from the magnet and including a surface in opposed facing 
relationship to the magnet (Figure 4), the sensor assembly 
mounted to a rail of an automobile seat rail system ((Figures 1- 
4) and (Page 1, Paragraph [0002])), an activating member (5c), 
the magnetic field sensor providing a first output corresponding 
to a first amount of magnetic flux imparted perpendicularly to 
the surface of the magnetic field sensor when the activating 
member is in a first position relative to the sensor assembly 
((Figure 4 / note arrows) and (Page 3, Paragraphs [0047]- 
[0050])), and a second output corresponding to a second amount 
of magnetic flux imparted perpendicularly to the surface of the 
magnetic field sensor when the activating member is in a second 
position relative to the sensor assembly ( (Figure 5) and (Page 
3, Paragraphs [ 0047 ]-[ 0050] )) , the first amount of magnetic flux 
being greater than the second amount of magnetic flux (Page 3, 
Paragraph [0050]), wherein no member extends between the magnet 
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and the magnetic field sensor in either of the first and the 
second position (Figures 4 and 5) . 
As to Claim 2, 

Kume discloses the magnetic field sensor includes a Hall 
sensor (Page 3, Paragraph [0050]). 
As to Claim 4, 

Kume discloses the sensor assembly is mounted directly to 
the rail. (Figures 3 and 4). 
As to Claim 5, 

Kume discloses the sensor assembly is mounted to the rail 
via a bracket (Page 3, Paragraph [0046]). 
As to Claim 6, 

Kuma discloses a sensor assembly including at least one 
magnet (5d) , the magnet disposed adjacent a magnetic field 
sensor (5e) (Figure 4), the magnetic field sensor being spaced 
from the magnet and including a surface in opposed facing 
relationship to the magnet (Figure 4), and an activating member 
(5c) , the activating member being a rail of an automobile seat 
rail system ((Figures 3 .and 4) and (Page 2, Paragraph [0043] / 
note that the lower rail body (2) is provided with contact plate 
(5c)) and (Page 1, Paragraph [0002])), the magnetic field sensor 
providing a first output corresponding to a first amount of 
magnetic flux imparted perpendicularly to the surface of the 
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magnetic field sensor when the activating member is in a first 
position relative to the sensor assembly ((Figure 4 / note 
arrows) and (Page 3, Paragraphs [0047] - [0050] )) , and a second 
output corresponding to a second amount of magnetic flux 
imparted perpendicularly to the surface of the magnetic field 
sensor when the activating member is in a second position 
relative to the sensor assembly ( (Figure 5) and (Page 3, 
Paragraphs [0047] - [0050] )) , the first amount of magnetic flux 
being greater than the second amount of magnetic flux (Page 3, 
Paragraph [0050] ) , wherein no member extends between the magnet 
and the magnetic field sensor in either of the first and the 
second position (Figures 4 and 5) . 
As to Claim 8, 

Kume discloses the sensor assembly is mounted on a first 
rail of an automobile seat rail system and the activating member 
is a second rail of the automobile seat rail system ((Figures 1- 

i 

4) and (Page 2, Paragraph [0043] / note that the lower rail body 
(2) is provided with contact plate (5c))). 
As to Claim 11, 

Kume discloses a seat rail system including a movable rail 
and a stationary rail ((Figures 1-4) and (Page 2, Paragraph 
[0039])), a sensor assembly including at least one magnet (5d) 
and a Hall device (5e) , the Hall device being spaced from the 
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magnet and including a surface in opposed facing relationship to 

s. 

the magnet (Figure 4), the sensor assembly being mounted to a 
first of the movable rail and the stationary, rail ((Figures 1-4) 
and (Page 2, Paragraph [0041]) and (Page 3, Paragraph [0046]) 
and (Page 4, Paragraph [0063])), and the Hall device providing a 
first output corresponding to a first amount of magnetic flux 
imparted perpendicularly to the surface of the Hall when the 
movable rail is in a first position relative to the stationary 
rail ((Figure 4 / note arrows) and (Page 3, Paragraphs [0047]- 
[0050])), and a second output corresponding to a second amount 
of magnetic flux imparted perpendicularly to the surface of the 
Hall device when the movable rail is in a second position 
relative to the stationary rail ((Figure 5) and (Page 3, 
Paragraphs [0047] - [0050] )) , the first amount of magnetic flux 
being greater than the second amount of magnetic flux (Page 3, 
Paragraph [0050] ) , and a second of the movable rail and wherein 
no member extends between the at least one magnet and the Hall 
device in either of the first position and the second position 
(Figures 4 and 5) . 

As to Claim 12, 

Kume discloses . the sensor assembly is mounted to the 
movable rail ((Figures 1-4) and (Page 2, Paragraph [0041]) and 
(Page 3, Paragraph [0050])). 
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As to Claim 13, 

Kume discloses the sensor assembly is mounted to the 
stationary rail (Page 3, Paragraph [0063]). 
As to Claim 14, 

Kume discloses the sensor assembly is mounted to one of the 
movable rail and the stationary rail via a mounting bracket 
((Figures 1-4) and (Page 2, Paragraph [0041]) and (Page 3, 
Paragraphs [0046] and [0050]) and (Page 3, Paragraph [0063])). 

As to Claim 17, 

Kume discloses one of the movable rail and stationary rail 
includes an activation member (5c) , the activating member being 
in a first activating position relative to the sensor assembly 
when the movable rail is in the first position relative to the 
stationary rail, and the activating member being in a second 
activating position relative to the sensor assembly when the 
movable rail is in the second position relative to the 
stationary rail, the activating member not extending between the 
at least one magnet and the Hall device in either of the first 
and second activating positions ((Figures 4 / note arrows and 5) 
and (Page 3, Paragraphs [0047] - [0050] )) . 

As to Claim 18, 

Kume discloses providing a sensor assembly including at 
least one magnet (5d) and a Hall device (5e) , the Hall device 
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being spaced from the magnet and including a surface in opposed 
facing relationship to the magnet (Figures 4 and 5), mounting 
the sensor assembly to a first seat rail (Page 3, Paragraph 
[0046]), the Hall device providing an output, the output being a 
first output corresponding to a first amount of magnetic flux 
imparted perpendicularly to the surface of the Hall device when 
the sensor assembly is in a first position relative to a second 
seat rail and the output being a second output corresponding to 
a second amount of magnetic flux imparted perpendicularly to the 
surface of the Hall device when the sensor assembly is in a 
second position relative to the second seat rail ( (Figures 4 / 
note arrows and 5) and (Page 3, Paragraphs [0047] - [0050] )) , the 
first amount of magnetic flux being different from the second 
amount of magnetic flux (Page 3, Paragraph [0050]), wherein no 
member extends between the at least one magnet and. the Hall 
device in either of the first and second positions (Figures 4 
and 5), and determining a position of the seat in response to 
the output ((Page 1, Paragraph [0011]) and (Page 3, Paragraphs 
[0050]-[0056] ) ) . 

As to Claim 19, 

Kume* discloses mounted an activating member (5c) to the 
second seat rail, the Hall device providing a first output when 
the activating member is in a first position relative to the 
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sensor assembly and a second output when the activating member 
is in a second position- relative to the sensor assembly, the 
activating member not extending between the at least one magnet 
and the Hall device in either of the first and second position 
of the activating member ((Figures 3-5) and (Page 3, Paragraphs 
[0045]-[0050] ) ) . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to David M. 
Schindler whose telephone number is (571) 272-2112. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00AM- 
5:00PM) . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be 
reached on (571) 272-2210. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair~direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



David M. Schindler 

Examiner 
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